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WARDS OF THE STATE 

653. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth:   

This question relates generically to the responsibility of the State to wards of the State, and specifically to a 10-
year-old girl who went to Tasmania and has not returned. 

(1) To what extent is the State of Western Australia responsible for wards of the State who are moved to 
another State?   

(2) What protocols are in place to inform the foster parents of the non-return of a ward of the State? 

(3) What protocols are in place to inform the natural parents if a ward of the State is being taken care of by 
a grandparent in another State? 

(4) Does Western Australia continue to pay for the care of the child who has moved to another State? 

(5) What protocols are in place for the Department for Community Development to continue to be 
responsible for a child in this situation? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Western Australia maintains case management until wardship is transferred to the State where the child 
is permanently residing. 

(2) Information provided to foster parents is a case management decision and is based upon what is in the 
child’s best interests.   

(3) Case management decisions determine what information is provided to the natural parents.  These 
decisions are based on the child’s best interests.   

(4) Yes, unless wardship has been transferred to another State. 

(5) I refer the member to the “Protocol for the Transfer of Child Protection - Orders and Proceedings and 
Interstate Assistance” October 1999.  This protocol applies to any State or Territory of Australia and 
also to New Zealand. 

 


